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AFSHAN YASMEEN
BENGALURU
The State has seen as many as
26,006 children aged below
nine and 60 centenarians be-
ing infected with COVID19. OF
these, 26 children and only
three centenarians have died.

All the three centenarians
who died are male patients
(one aged 102 and two aged
100) from Bengaluru. None of
the them had any co-morbid-
tes. Among the 60 who test-
ed positive, only one cente-
narian, a 105-year-old female
from Chamarajanagar, had
hypertension and diabetes.
Of the total centenarians, 53%
are female patients, accord-
ing to the State COVID war
room data.

Of the total 8,81,086 cases

THE HINDU
Centenarians survive COVID-19 better, shows data

Of the 60 infected so far, only three have succumbed to the infection; according to COVID war room data, case [atality rate among thermn is 5%
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A health worker collecting a sample for the COVID-19 test in
Bengaluru, sfiLepHoTe

reported till November 27, the  the 20 to 29 age group
highest number has been re-  {1,80,078).

ported in the age group of 30 However, of the total 11,738
to 39 (1,92,539) followed by  COVID-9 fatalities in the State

(till Nowsmber 273, the deaths
have been the highest in the
60 to 69 age group, with
3,540 people dying. But, in
terms of Case Fatality Rate
(CFR), the 90 to 99 age group
tops with 11.4% and zero o
nine age group is at the bot-
tom with 0.1%. As many as 148
of the 1,300 patients in this 90
to 99 age group have suc-
cumbed to the infection.
Significantly, the CFR
among the centenarian group
is 5%. Except for the 100+ age
group, the mortality rate has
increased gradually with se-
niority across age gToups.
Doctors, who have been
saying that those aged above
60 are more vulnerable
COVIDHO, are surprised over
the low mortality rate of the

senior-most age group,

Less exposure
Anoop Amarnath, member of
Karnataka's OOVID-19 Critical
Care Support Unit (CCSU),
who heads the department of
Geriatric Medicine at Manipal
Hospitals, said one of the po-
tential reasons for the low
mortality ameng the cente-
narians could be their less ex-
posure to the virus, as they
are usually house-bound.
“Also, Immunosenescence
— gradual deterioration of the
immune system owing to age
— could be another reason. If
the immune system is very
strong, cytokine storms are
likely to be high. Most deve-
lop severe COVIDAS because
of an over-reaction of their

immune system, which trig-
gersa syndrome called a cyto-
kine storm. But, if the im-
mune  system  weakens
{immuncsenescence), the cy-
tokine storm is not severe.
May be this has played a role,”
he said.

Pointing out that centenar-
ians usually are healthy, the
doctor said, “Most centenar-
ians do not have many co-
marbidities and that is proba-
bly why they are able to reach
that age.”

“The Baltimore Longitudi-
nal Study on Ageing — started
in 1958 and is the longest on-
going research on ageing —
locks into why some people
are resistant to disease and
stay healthy (il extremes of
age,” he said.

V. Ravi, member of the
State’s COVID-I9 Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC),
said the low mortality among
the centenarians could be be-
cause they presented early to
hospitals. “Usually, families
take utmost eare of their el-
derly and may be they were
given medical attention at the
earliest,” he added.

Terming this as an old-age
paradox, C.N. Manjunath, no-
dal officer for labs and testng
in the State’s COVID-19 task
foree, said most centenarians
would have lived a healthy
and disciplined life. “They
would led a contented and
stress-free fife because of
which they would not have
had co-morbidities,” the doc-
tor added.

1,291 new cases, 15 deaths in State

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The State on Sunday report-
ed 1,291 new cases of CO-
VID-19, taking the total num-
ber of positive cases since the
start of the pandemic to 8.83
lakh. Fifteen people suc-
cumbed to the infection and
the death toll in the State
now stands at 11,765. The
case fatality rate for the day
stood at 1.16%.

As many as 19 patients
have died owing to non-CO-
VID-19 reasons. According to
the health bulletin issued by
the Department of Health
and Family Welfare, the posi-
tivity rate for the day is 1.22%.

The total number of active
cases in the State currently
stands at 24,503; around 374
patients are being treated in
intensive care units. The bul-
letin also stated that 1,530 pa-
tients were discharged, tak-
ing the total number of
recoveries to 8.47 lakh.

Bengaluru Urban reported
686 new cases, the maxi-
mum among all the districts
in the State. With 10 deaths,
the toll in this district rose to
4,131. As many as 13,223 rapid
antigen detection tests and
92,205 RT-PCR tests were
conducted over the past 24
hours, taking the total num-
ber of tests to 1,05,428.
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COVID-19 update

Number of positive

cases reported
686

in Bengaluru
Urban on
November 30

Totalcases  3,69,290
18,319
Discharged 3,46,839
4,131+1%

Active cases

Deaths

* One person died of other causes

Source: Department of Health
and Family Welfare




2 more quarries to be used to dump waste

Activists unhappy as the city administration has adopted a no-landfill policy

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURLU

The Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP) is set to
convert two New quarry pits
at Mittaganahalli and Bagalur
into landfills to dump waste
generated by citizens. The
quarry landfill at Mittagana-
halli, where over 2,000
tonnes of mixed waste is cur-
rently being dumped every
day from the past year and a
half, is almost full.

“We have issued a tender
to develop the Bagalur quar-
Ty, less than a kilometre away
from Mittaganahalli into a
scientific landfill, which the
government is yet to approve.
This will take nearly three
months to be developed and
made ready. In the interim,
we have prepared a small
quarry pit at Mittaganahalli it-
self to dump the waste and it
can sustain us for six
months,” said Sarfaraz Khan,
Joint Commissioner, Solid
Waste Management, BEMP.

Solid waste management
activists are unhappy with the
development as the city admi-
nistration has adopted a no-
landfill policy, committed to
segregation at source, and

The quarry landfill at Mittaganahalli, where over 2,000 tonnes of mixed waste is currently
being dumped every day, is almost full. =supHakara saim

er the past four years only in-
dicates the complete failure to
implement the policy the city
has adopted,” said an SWM
activist.

Not functioning

Of the six compost-based
waste processing plants,
three are not functioning.
While  Lingadheeranahalli
plant has been stuck in litiga-
tion at the National Green Tri-
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shut down owing to protests
by local residents. “Segrega-
tion levels in the city have
stagnated at around 40% and
we are sending nearly 1,200
tonnes of segregated wet
waste to the processing plants
daily,” Mr. Khan said, adding
efforts were on to reopen the
three other plants as well.
However, Sandhya Na-
rayan, member of the Techni-
cal Advisory Committee,

oYY TmTRAT o3

S,

P2

added any waste processing
capacity in the city since
2015, neither the large plants
nor the decentralised plants.
None of the waste-to-energy
plants that have been in the
pipeline for nearly a decade
now, materialised. Many pro-
posals for the biomethanation
plants at the ward level have
not been accorded approval,”
she said, adding there was no
serious push to increase the
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Andhra Pradesh claims 1.13% positivity rate

At 11.34%, Kerala's is much higher than other southern States; Tamil Nadu sees 10 deaths
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala was on the threshold
of six lakh COVID-19 cases on
Sunday, with the State re-
porting 5,643 new cases
from 49,775 samples.

The test positivity rate
continued in the 9-11% range,
rising to 11.34% on Sunday.

The COVID-19 toll rose to
2,223 with another 27 deaths
added to the list. Thrissur ac-
counted for six deaths, Kot-
tayam five, Alappuzha and
Ernakulam, four each, Ma-
lappuram three, Kozhikode
and Thiruvananthapuram
two each and Wayanad, one.

The number of healthcare
workers who contracted the
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gana were on a decline, offi-
cial data said. Four more CO-
VID-19 patients died.

Cases and tests dropped
from November 20. On Sa-
turday, 46,280 samples were
tested and 805 cases detect-

ed. Campaigning for the
Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation (GHMC)
elections could raise corona-
virus spread, it was feared.
The new cases included
131 from Greater Hyderabad,
82 from Medchal-Malkajgiri
and 58 from Rangareddy.
Andhra Pradesh reported
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The positivity rate of
54,710 samples tested in 24
hours was 1.13%, the lowest
in six months.

Krishna and Visakhapat-
nam districts reported two
new deaths each, while Gun-
tur, Chittoor and West Goda-
vari reported one each.

On a day when another
1,459 persons tested positive
for COVID-19, Tamil Nadu re-
corded fewer than 10 fatali-
ties, taking its COVID-19 toll
to 11,703. Nine persons, in-
cluding four in Chennai, died
in the State. Of the fresh cas-
es, Chennai accounted for
398, followed by Coimbatore
with 148 cases.

(With inputs from
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India records 41,810 fresh
COVID-19 cases, 496 fatalities

Eight States contributed more than 70% of new cases: govt.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India reported 41,810 CO-
VID-19 cases, 496 fatalities
and 42,298 discharges in the
past 24 hours. The number
of active cases stood at
4,53,956, as per the Health
Ministry data on Sunday.

The Ministry said 70.97%
of the fatalities reported in
the past 24 hours came from
eight States/UTs — Delhi,
Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Haryana, Punjab, Kerala, Ut-
tar Pradesh and Rajasthan.
Delhi reported 89 fatalities,
followed by Maharashtra
(88) and West Bengal (52).

Twenty two States/UTs
have recorded case fatality
rates less than the national
average of 1.46 %, the Minis-
try said.

“Maharashtra recorded
the maximum positive
change with addition of
1,940 cases whereas Delhi
recorded the maximum ne-
gative change with a de-
crease of 1,603 active cases,”

) . _
Fight continues: A health worker taking the nasal swab of a
passenger at a railway station in Mumbai =ap

The Ministry said 70.43%
of the daily new cases were
contributed by eight States/
UT — Kerala, Maharashtra,
Delhi, West Bengal, Rajas-
than, Uttar Pradesh, Harya-
na and Chhattisgarh. Kerala
leads the tally with 6,250
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arashtra (5,965) and Delhi
(4,998).

Delhi also reported the
highest number of single-
day recoveries, with 6,512
newly discharged cases,
while 5,275 people reco-
vered in Kerala followed by

s - 1



DECCAN HERALD

INDIA
CASESON
SUNDAY

KARNATAKA
CASES ON
SUNDAY

DEATHS DEATHS

Saturday’s cases: 41,810 Saturday’s cases: 1,522
Deaths. 496 Deaths: 12

TILL 3,45 P, SOURCE: DHMS/PT)

Singapore newborn has Covid antibodies

A Singaporean woman, who was infected with the novel
coronavirus in March when she was pregnant, has given
birth to a baby with antibodies against the virus, offering
a new clue as to whether the infection can be transferred
from mother to child, The baby was born this month
without Covid- 19 but with the virus antibodies.
Details on Page 9
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Ailments worsen as patients
keep away from hospitals

AKHIL KADIDAL
BENGALURL), DHNS

he months-long assault

by the pandemic kept

many patients with
non-Covid ailments away
from hospitals out of fear of
contracting the virus. The cost
of that move is now becoming
apparent as the virus retreats
and a few patients make their
way to the deserted corridors
of hospitals in the city.

Take the case of 60-vear-
old Rajesh (name changed). a
resident of Hebbal, who had
stage | prostate cancer at the
start of the outbreak in March,

Rajesh shunned hospitals
due to the raging pandemic. It
didn't thattherewasa
eral unavailability of non-Cow-
id services, Now, months later,
his cancer has reached an ad-
vanced stage.

Senior doctors at many
hospitals said arrivals have
thinned, but those turning up
are people with serious health
problems, long-neglected
or suppressed due to the

Doctors in the city said there is still a widespread fear among

people about going to hospitals due to Covid.

pandermic.

Dr Prasanna H M of
Pristine Hospital, who ook
over as the president of the
Private Hospitals and Nursing
Homes Association (PHANA)
on November 22, said most
private hospitals have either
restarted non-Covid services
or are moving torestart regular
services but the demand has
been abysmal.

“Private hospitals are re-
porting only 30% demand for
healthcare related ailments
as compared to pre-pandemic
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figures,” he said, adding this did
not mean people have suddenly
become healthy.

Prasanna said there is “snll
widespread fear of Covid-19
among people to the point that
they are avoiding hospitals®,

“They choose to tirn up if
thereisan emergency,” hesaid,

A significant chunk of the
EMETEENCY Cases COMmprises
people whose pre-existing
medical conditions have
wrned serious due to post-
poned health check-ups,

» Covid fear, Page 4



Four stations in Anjanapura
metro line won’t have parking

BMRCL to give priority to
public transport users

BENGALURU, DHNS

assengers excited about

riding the metro on the

Yelachenahalli-Anjan-
apura line must leave their
vehicles at home since four of
the fivestationson the ling have
limited parking facilities,

The 65.29-km stretch of the
line, the first of the Phase 2
stretches to be inaugurated in
December, will have stations at
Konanakunte Cross, Dodda-
kallasandra, Vajarahalli, Ta-
laghartapuraand Anjanapura.

A senior Bangalore Metro
Rail Corporation Limited (BM-
RCL)official said except for the
terminal station at Anjanapu-

ra, there would be no parking
facility in the four starions.

Land acquisition

“Land acquisition has been a
major challenge for Namma
Metro. Considering the avail-
ability of several first- and
last-mile connectivity options,
priority was given to provide
accessibility to public trans-
port users. Providing parking
space, especially for cars, is a
costly idea,” he said.

To a question, B L Yas-
hwanth Chavan, Chief Public
Relations Officer, BMRCL,
noted that for the first time,
dedicated infrastructure has
been provided 1o ensure safe

15

Lack of parking at stations like the one at Doddakallasandra

(in pic) will inconvenience COMMULETS. DH PHOTO/S K DINESH

ACCESS oA metro Hti'l[llt}ﬂ,
“The service roads around
thie metro stations will be ded-
icated for public transport
vehicles and people to pick
up and drop off passengers.
Within this space, there may
bevery limited parking facility
for two-wheelers. The option
of shared mobility will be pro-
vided for first- and last-mile

P2

connectivity,” he said.

The BMRCL has spent Rs
1538.76 crore for the acqui-
sition of land for the 42-km
Phase 1 project. However, the
Phase 2 line, measuring over
72 km, has already cost about
Rs 5,000 crore for land negqui-
SItion.

Discussions on transferring
the responsibility of the park-

ing Facility were held in 2018,
when it was decided that BM-
RCL should focus on running
the metro and improving ac-
cessibility.

Irwasalsosuggested thatthe
BBMP should build a multi-sto-
rey parking facility at various
places, especially to help metro
COMmMmuters.

Pavan KP, acommuter from
Narayanagara, situated about
1 km away from the new Dod-
dakallasandra metro station,
said that lack of parking facil-
ity will inconvenience many
COMMUIErs.

“Konanakunte Cross is an
interconnecting point for the
nearby areas. The parking
space at Yelachenahalli is al-
ready saturated. One or other
agencies should take up the
responsibility of providing
parking near metro stations,
It is difficult to rely on shared
mobhility or public transport
for last-mile connectivity,” he
saiil,
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Since the launch of the Clean Air Street initiative on November 7, Church Street has
become every pedestrian’s paradise during the weekends, with all the freedom and
space to stroll around. The no-vehicle initiative by the Department of Urban Land
Transport (DULT) will be on till February 21, 2021. 0 PHOTOS RANIU P
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Food delivery workers tire

for 12 hours, but denied
wages durmg pandenuc

BENGALURLL DHNS

ompanies have manip-

ulated their algorithms

to deny lood delivery
workers minimum wages dur-
ing the pandemic though they
spend nearly 12 hours on the
road. a study has found.

Five researchers from
the National Law School of
India, University ol Sussex
and International Institute
of Information Technology
Bangalore (11TTB) studied the
earnings and work intensity
of food delivery workers in
the city belonging to various
companies.

The study found that com-
panies hired the workers
ProOmising more income than
their previous jobs and kept
their word for the first three
vears, untl 2017.

Good remuneration wis en-
sured as workers were given
easily attainable wrgets and
generous incentives, which
helped them develop a net-

wiork.

‘Partner’ just a label

Soon though, the algorithm
became smarter and tight-
ened the noose on the work-
ers,

Despite the feeling that
they had a control on their
incomes, they had wo work for
about 12 hours toearn Rs 500
to Rs 600, with Rs 200 usual-
Iy going towards filling their
bike’s fuel tanks.

Lm:mmemmluumuﬂfﬁmahnmlmmath
the workers’ life. p«: PHOTD B H SHVAKUMAR

Companies label them as
‘partners’, thereby refusing
to take any responsibilities
obligated to employees. This
denied the workers the usunl
social security netsuch ascare
and compensation during an
accident, the study noted.

The opagque pavment s5ys-
tem that dangles large incen-
tives, an illusion that only ends
up tring eager workers who
keep chasing it, fails to offer
themore basic supportsuch as
a grievance redressal system.

“When a worker gets clos-
er w achieving the incentive,
the app tends to slow down in
routing the next delivery sk
o the worker close tofulfilling
the mrget required to get the
meentive,” the study sad.

Long exposure topol lution

and fatigue is a threat to the
workers' life and also a dan-
iger to fellow motorists on the
road, the study noted.

Gig employees

It suggested regulating the
wageson the online platforms
by fixing a base wage on each
trip and a ‘fallback wage'equal
Lo PrREETTIAART wages it Karma-
taka.

“The situation of the gig
workers during the pandemic
(expases) the myth perpetuat-
od by the industry that these
workers are independent con-
tractors, India needs tolollow
othercountriesin recognising
gig emplovees as workers and
therefore, bring the sector
within the ambit of labour
regulation,” it said.
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Ailments worsen as Covid
fear keeps patients away

from hospitals

Covid fear, from Page 1

The example of the prostate
cancer patient Rajesh is o
case in polnt.

Diagnosed with stage |
prostate cancer in February,
Rajesh’s medical reatments
wore cut short by the nation-
wide lockdown at the end of
March.

“In the months that
passed, some non-Cov-
id services resumed, but
the patient did not return
for treatment for nearly 6
months because of fear of
Covid-19." said his physi-
cian Dr Eull:i Hujtlj Y. Ehicll"
Urologist of Regal Hospita
in Chokkanahalli.

“When he finally turned
up this week, we found his
illness had advanced to
stage 3.” Dr Raju said, clar-
ifying that Rajesh’s case is
not isolated. “This is just
onecase inmany, headded,
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Low demand

For some hospital admin-
istrators, the low demand
for services has come as a
surprise.

Dr Yateesh Govindaiah,
Assistant Head of Medical
Services for Apollo Hos-
pitals in Karnataka, con-
firmed that the public was
equating hospitals 1o infec-
tion by Covid-19,

“We need to restore the
public’s confidence that
hospital visits are safe. It
is challenging. The entire
miedical ecosystem has been
disturbed,” he said.

Not surprisingly, many
smaller private hospitals are
in financial distress.

Dr Prasanna said PHA-
NA is considering urgent
linancial help for smaller
haspitals,

“Weare trying totap into
the MSME stimulus pack-
age,” he said.




State adds 1,291
new Covid cases,

15 fatalities

Urban
accounts for 53% of
the patients

. S

BENGALURL, DHNS

€ siate’s Im-'-l'rn'ing
platean of Cowid-]
cases continued into

Sunday, with the addition of
only L29] new cases to the
total.

This brings Karnataka's
Covid-19 total to 8,683,899,
The state's low daly numbers
are virtually half of what was
being reported at the start
of November. Yet, data sug-

that the Covid-19 curve,
which effectively plateaved
e weeks ago, will not see a
further dramatic dip in the
days to come.

The state recorded 10,494
cases over seven days from
November 23 @ 29, In the
previous seven-day period,
from November 16 to 22 the
state recorded a marzinally
higher 11,399 coses.

I Bengahsru Urban, which
O Average consirutes 4% of
all daily cases, the seven-day
total of cases has shown a
TO0-case reduction per week
since November 16, which s
smaller than the L3567 dechine
in cases which was seen from
November 9o 16,

CUn Sunday, suthorities
said, Bengalhuoru Urban regis-
tered 686 cases on Saturday,
which constinutes 53% of the
state teval. The next highest
numbers were in Mandya dis-
mict and Dakshina Kannada
with 48 each, Mysuru with
37, Hassan district with 41,
Tumakuru with 39 and Udu-
piwith 38,

Some 1,530 Cowvd-19 sul-
ferers were also officially
dise in the state, out
of which 723 were in Ben-
galuru Urban. The govern-
et also announoed 15 new
deaths, 10 of which are from
Bengaluru Urban and two
from Mysur.

All the victimes hasd comor-
bidities. The voungest was
a 50-year-old from Mysuru
who died on Saturday, eight
days after being diagnosed
with the disease.

The oldest new farality s a
92-year-old from Bengaluru
Urban who died on Novem-
ber 26, on the same day that
he was diagnosed with the
disease. He also had hyper-
Tension,

BBMF said it carried out
46,004 tests on Saturday.
The Palikr sand that the city's
curmulative test posatnaty rate
i% £.31% 50 far.

seventeen percent of the
8704 cased registered in
the city over the last 10 days
have been m Mahadevapura,
followed by South and East
Lones with 6% each
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(Top) The road undertiridgs near the
second entry to KSR B dway Station.
(R) Work in progress a1 the underbrid ga

S LALITHA @Bengalutu

AFTER repeated complaints
from commulers about water
leaking from two road under
bridges (RUBs) near the KSR
Bengaluru City railway sta-
tiom, the problem has finally
been redressed. After six days
of work, a team [rom Nagpur
plugged all the leaks in the
underbridges near the second
enfry on Saturday using spe-
clal material,

Peaple who commute be-
tween Majwestic and Rajajl Na-
gar use these RUBs which are
part of the much delayed
eight-lane Rs 103-crore signal-
free Okkalipuram corridor
project jointly taken up by
BEMP and the Railways.

Senjor Divisional Engineser
(East), Co-ordination, Bengalu-
ri Railway Division, H Satya-
Jeet told TNIE, “We brought a
team of fourexperts from Nag-
pur to plug theleaks, A concrete
canvas was laid on the entire
portion which will ensure noth-
ing canseep through any more.
The team used geo-synthetic
material to carry out the joh"

Asked why it took so long,
despite numerous com-
plaints, the official said, “We
had to set up road blocks and
this is a very busy section. It
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THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

After many plaints from motorists; expert
team from Nagpur fixes issue in 6 days

took us three days to rectify
issues in one underbridge
and another three dayvs for
the second one.”

Divisional Rallway Manag
er A K Verma said, “We are
trying to ensure that any in-
conven lence caused to the
public is taken care of. "

The foundation stone for
the 660-metre corridor con-
necting Rajajinagar-Old Mys
ore Road junction with Foun-
tain Clrcle {Khoday Cirele)
was laid in December 2012
with a March 2014 deadline.
Numerous problems have
been encountered over the
yvears and even the March 2020
deadline was missed.

Work on two more RUBs are
viel to start as mammoth pow-
er cables have come in the
way and need to be shifted,
said a senior official. “We
have submitted letters to the
Karnataka Power Tranamis
sion Corporation Lid. Tt will
take us anvwhere between 9
and 12months after the cables
are removed to put the other
two RUBs in place.”




People take a strolf on Sunday on Church Street, which has been made a pedes trian-onfy stretch on weebend s | AswisHKRISHNA WP

KSPCB starts real-time tracking of effluent flow

S LALITHA @Bengalun

THE Karnataka State Pollu-
tion Control Board (KSPCB)
has set up a real-time moni tor-
ing system to ensure proper
discharge of effluents from
small industries to Common
Effluent Treatment Plants
(CETPs) in the city There are
seven CETPs in the city which
cater to small industries that
donot have the space to house
their own plants, or can't af-
ford the technology.
Vijavakumar Gogi, chair-
man, KSPCB, told The New

, )
Real-time monitoring will aid in
ensuring effluents are sant to the

treament plants on time | exemess
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Indian Express, “This has
been done to ensure pollut-
ants are discharged effective-
1y We started it last month
and officials are Keeping
track of it online.™

Doddababallapura, KG
Halli, Kengeri, Kumbalgod
and Tumukuru Road are
some areas where CEFPs are
setup. “Since all data is avail-
able online now, we can track
whether firms are sending
across discharged effluents
ar not,” Gogi said.

A senior official said, “The
quantity of effluents from

each factory and timings are
sent to us. The quality of the
untreated water and the out-
put post treatment can also be
tracked.”

He added, “GPS trackers
have been fixed on to tankers
bringing effluents from facto-
ries for better tracking.”

KSPCE is also in the process
of developing an app to put all
relevant information out in
the public domain. It will be
available on Google Play Store,
the official said. “This will al-
low the public and staffers to
interact with us,” he added.



EXPRESS READ

State’s positivity rate
stands at 8.02 percent

Bengaluru: At the beginning of
November, the state's positivity
rate wasat 10.32 per cent and a

day away from December, the
positivity rate stands at B.02
percent. With 1,291 cases
reported on Sunday, the total
cases now stand at 8,683,899, Of

these, Bengaluru reported 686

cases and 18,319 active cases.

Back on October 11, there were

66,854 active cases in the city.

The city's recovery rate stands

at 9392 per cent and the state's
recovery rate stands at 95.89
per cent. 15 deaths have been
reported on Sunday, taking the

deathtollin the state to 11,765

cases. There were 1,530
discharges on Sunday. ENS
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BANGALORE MIRROR

An illegal ‘16% extra’ payment being made to auto tippers since
June 2018 has been stopped, thanks to a lady IAS officer. So the
contractors are threatening to stop collecting waste from homes

GON WITH
THE WIND

KALSHIK JN

| Naveen.Menezes
wlimesgroup.com

TWEETS @Navean_MIRROR

here's a reason why the

words contractor and con-

nivance start with ‘con’.

Garbeage contractors, who

had been mak-
ing an addidonal — and
illegal — Rs 8,960 per
month per auto-tipper,
have been found out and
are now threatening to
stop collecting trash in
Bengaluru to force the
Bruhat Bengaluru
Managara Palike's (BBMPs)
hand,

The scam — which had
been going on since June
2018 — was traced by BBMP and the service
Fhulet Macsmwn ?ﬁ.?‘: providers clearly states

; ; IRl that the 16 per cent is
the BBMT, and an 1AS officer part of the Rs 56,000 to
of the ZDC.IG batch. be paid per auto-tipper !

Auto tippers had been per month
contracted by the BEBMP in
June 2018 for the daily collection of
waste from houses and commercial
establishments across the city. The
civic body offered to pay Rs 56,000
per auto tipper a month. The
responsibility of providing a driver
and helper for every vehicle was on
the contractor. Officials say there are
about 4,000 auto tippers.

Other than Rs 56,000 per vehicle,

IN BLACK AND WHITE:
The contract between

9-"-“"“-' Iﬁ# Han I :
o ?W cl-lms lmgﬁh %m

the zonal officials used to pay an ‘_. u-n-

additional 16 per cent of the Rs ”:".{"'.'.:_..:. IN m# 200 extra per I“h,

56,000 on the grounds that the con- E -

tractor has to hire extra staft on four " m HIIIHEE‘HIII# “-H m m
CONTINUED OM PAGE 2 » Z
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| Y Maheswara Reddy
c-maheswara.reddya
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TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

he Bruhat Bengalur
Mahanagara Palike
(BBMT) is gearing
up to collect a user
fee for the collection
of garbage from residents.
If all goes well, the BBMP
will commence collecting
the user fees of Rs 200 from
property owners and ten-
ants, and Rs 500 from com-
mercial establishments.
“We are supposed to
collect the user fee from
the residents in July. We
are in talks with Bengaluru
Electricity Supply Company
(Bescoam) in this regard. The
property owners will have
to pay the user fee along
with the monthly electric-
ity bill,” said BBMP Special
Commissioner (5olid Waste
Management) D Randeep.
According to the BEMP
sources, all the property
owners, including tenants
have to pay the user fee for
handing over garbage to the
pourakarmikas. “The user
fee will not be collected from
those houses that are vacant
or not handing over gar-
bage to the pourakarmikas.
If they are asked to pay the
user bee, they can approach
the BBMP health officers
who inspect the buildings,”

BBMP will collect user fees of Rs X0 from property
owners, tenants and Rs 500 from commearcial
establishments

said Randeep.

The BEMP sources said
Bescom is upgrading its
software to make a provi-
sion for, including a separate
rolumn, for the user fee in
the monthly electricity bill.
It is said that Bescom will
prepare the list of property
owners and tenants who fail
to pay the user fee and send
it ton BBM TP health officers.

“The health officers and
marshals will meet such
property owners and ten-
ants who fail to pay the
user fee,” said the Special
O SSIOTIer,

[t is estimated that
Bescom has around 46 lakh
residential consumers and
6.5 lakh commercial con-
sumers in the city. Bescom is
expected to receive five per
cent of the user fee collected
from residential and com-

P2

mercial consumers. It is said
that the supply of electricity
will not be disconnected if
the property owners fail to
pay the user fee.

Demanding that the
BBM T authorities withdraw
the user fee, the Federation
of Karnataka Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
president Perikal M Sundar
said that he would oppose
the collection of user fee.

“We have been demand-
ing that Bescom waive
off collecting minimum
charges from the industries
that are shut down. We will
approach higher authori-
ties against collection of
the user fee,” said Sundar.
Meanwhile, 3andhya
Marayan of the Solid Waste
Management Round Table
has welcomed the BBMP's
decision.



Contractors threaten strike

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 |—_._--

days a month since each
employee should mandato-
rily be given one weekly off.
Extra staff, contractors say,
was also required during the
national holidays. Now heres
the rub. The BEMP's contract
- and the monthly payment
of Rs 56,000 - includes the 16
per cent surcharge for addi-
tional staff for weekly otts
and holidays. Yet, contrac-
tors managed to extract the
additional amount from the
BEMP at its zonal offices (no
prizes for guessing how). This
resulted in BEMP paying its
contractors an extra Rs 3.58
crore per month.

“The contractors won the
project for Rs 56,000 per auto
tipper. It is the contractor’s
responsibility to pay for the
driver and the helper. Mo way
did the contract letter men-
tion about the 16% addition-
al payment,” says Maddineni.

With the contractors
standing firm on the addi-

EHM

Ir1 mtnbn_.r EEIIIEI.
Bangalore Mirror had
reported how owners of
auto tippers and garbage
compactors had
managed to fool the
BBMP by using duplicate
entries or not doing the
job required of them

tional 16 per cent on every
vehicle, the monthly release
of payment has been put on
hold since June this year
(Palike was forced to release
payments for April and May
after contractors threatened
to go on strike).

Last week, the Bangalore
Mahanagara Swachathe
Matthu Lorry Malikara
Hagoo Guthigedarara Sangh
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threatened to stop collection
and transportation of waste,
starting from Monday,
November 30. However, offi-
cials said a meeting has been
scheduled between the BEMF,
labour department and the
garbage contractors” associa-
tion on Monday to sort out
the issue. The BBMP would
also look at ways of recover-
ing the additional amount it
paid all these years. But don't
get your hopes up just yet,
since the contractor mafia
carries some serious heft.
The BBMP has been
spending roughly about Hs 22
crore a month on waste col-
lection from houses and com-
mercial establishments. Of
late, the civic body has been
coming up with several meas-
ures to improve transparency
in the functioning of solid
waste management - for
instance, each vehicle is
required to have radio-fre-
quency identification card
(RFID) and GPS in order to get
payments for their work



KRDCGL gets upper hand

Palike’s second attempt to retain the 191-km, high-density corridors under its
custody unsuccessful, with State government stu:ltmg to its previous demslun

| Naveen.Menezes
Etimesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloraMIRROR

total of 12 major mads -
which see the maximum
volume of traffic as com-
pared to other roads in
the City — will be devel-
oped and maintained by the Kar-
nataka Road Development Corpo-
ration Lid (KRDCL) for the next
five years. The Bruhat Bengalum
Mahanagara Palike's (BBMPs)
second attempt to retain about
191-km of high-density comridors
under its custody has been unsuc-
cessful with the state government
sticking to its previous decision.

Last week, the Urban Develop-
ment department (UDD) issued
an order stating that the initial
improvement and annual main-
tenance of 12 corridors, including
the outer ring road will be the re-
sponsibility of KRDCL.

Although these roads were
handed over to the KRDCL earlier
this year, the BEMP had made a
fresh request to the government
to reconsider its decision on many
grounds, including that the civic
body is better positioned to main-
tain the road as it already has a
separate road infrastructure divi-
sion and does not require addi-
tional administrative expenses.

Sources said that the state cabi-
net, which met on last October,
decided to stick to its stand, fol-
lowing pressure from the newly-
appointéd chairman of KRDCL
K Shivanagowda Nayaka, who Is
also an MLA from Devagurga in
Haichur district.

As per the government order,
the KRDCL will spend Rs 477.29
crore towards taking up initial im-
provement works that include de-
veloping the footpaths, providing
cyicle and bus lanes wherever pos-

sible and making all the 12 roads

Although these roads, including the Mysuru Road (above), were handed over to -Lha KRDCL earfier,
the BEMP had made a fresh request stating that Palike was better positioned to maintain the roads

A large part of the design is focused on
improving visual appeal of the corridors
like reflective paint, signage, bus bays,
landscaping along the median

R e L
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lttemptsnnhmlﬂ
high-density roads
back in BBMP’s court

There are sfarts t» perssace sinbs :uﬂ-ﬁ
descisi s fuand over rmndamance.

BM reporton October 10

pothole-free, The government has
capped annual maintenance ex-
penditure at Rs 100 crore a year.
The KRDCL has also been directed
to consult the Directorate of Ur-
ban Land Transport (DULT) while
tinalizing the design.

A large part of the design is
focused on improving the visual
appeal of the comidors such as re-
flective paint, signage, bus bays,
landscaping along the median ete.
On-street parking on these roads
will be prohibited. In October,
BBMP Commissioner W Manju-
nath Prasad had cited two exam-
ples where agencies such as Public
Works Department and Bangalore
Development Authority did not
maintain about 474-km roads af-
ter the defect liability period of
the contract was over, “If the road
is in bad shape, people point out

at BBMP They do not know under
whose custody the major roads
fall," he had said in the letter to
the UDD.

“A large part of the ORR is in
good shape. Some of the major
roads including Bannerghatta
road, Kanakapura road and Mys-
uru need immediate attention.
The BEMP was given a chance
to maintain these roads well but
they were not upto the mark.
There is nothing wro ng in giv-
ing a chance to KRDCL,"” Shankar
M3, a resident of Banaswadi and a
marketing executive said,
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Fence will hence keep
debris out at this lake

Aiter years of neglect, Palike is fencing Gangashetty Lake

ARl PP LG WA TEALE L M LR WELIF U RARTRRAT R RS EERL BR L ALELIL R

| ¥ Maheswara Reddy
c-maheswara.reddy
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS ®BangaloreMIRROR

angashetty Lake in KR

Puram was in a state

of neglect for many

vears. [t had turned into

a dumping ground for all
types of debris and garbage by lazy
residents and unscrupulous build-
ing contractors. The lake was on the
verge of dying since the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
Lakes Department did not take up
any developmental work here.

However, the lake will be getting a
new lease of lite as BBMP authorities
have started fencing the lake land.
Residents, lake activists and environ-
mentalists are happy about the devel-
opment. It is believed that a land
dispute between the BEMP Lakes
Department and private property
owners prevented the civic body from
fencing the lake all these years.

“I came to know that the dispute
was settled in a court. Now, the lake
has some identity with fixed bounda-
ries on its four sides. The fence will
prevent dumping of debris in the
lake,” said Balaji Raghothaman, a lake
activist,

There are some
encroachments on the
lake land. We will
fence the remaining
portion of the lake
after all the
encroachments are
cleared
~Ravi, BBMP Execulive Engineer

He said that fencing of the lake
land would facilitate the BBMP Lakes
Department to take up other develop-
mental projects at the lake.

It may be recalled a portion of the

lake land was being used to dump
dust collected by mechanical sweep-

The lake was being used as a
dumping ground for garbage
@ and debris

ing machines. Residents were up

in arms against this. Later, the

contractor of mechanical sweep-

ing machines removed the dust
from the lake bund.

“l am very happy with the
BBMP Lakes Department for taking
measures to fence the lake land. |
want the authorities to rejuvenate the
lake as carly as possible,” said Vishwa
Reddy, a lake activist.

Expressing disappointment over
BBMP authorities’ failure to fence the
entire lake, R Devaraj, a resident said
the authorities have to protect the
lake from the encroachers. “T expect-
ed the BBMP authorities to fence the
entire lake,” he said.

Meanwhile, BBMFP Lakes
Department Executive Engineer Ravi
said that fencing is being carried out
on one side of the lake. “There are
someencroachments on the lake land.
The tahsildar has to take measures to
clear them. We will fence the remain-
ing portion of the lake after all the
encroachments are cleared,” said
Ravi. Apart from debris and heaps of
dust, the lake, situated opposite to the
Tahsildar office at KR Puram, is full of
hyacinth.
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THE ECONOMIC TIMES
City Records 686 New Cases of Covid

Bengaluru: Bengaluru accounted for 53%
(686) of the new Covidcasesreported in Karna-
taka on Sunday as the tally in the city rose to
369,200. With 1,291 fresh cases the state’s case
count reached 883,899. AS many as 1,530 people
in the state recovered and were discharged in
thepast24 hours. Of them, 723werefrom Beng-
aluru. Meanwhile, 15 people died of Covid,
with many districts not recording any new fa-
talities. Ten of them were from Bengaluru.
Thestateconducted 105,428 tests inasingleday,
taking the total tests to more than 10million.
Andhra crossed a major milestone on Sun-

BACK IN THE GREAT OUTDOORS

1291

P3

day as itcompleted one crore sample tests. The
state saw an addition of 620 fresh cases, taking
the gross positives to 8,67,683, a health bulletin
said. Kerala registered 5,643
fresh cases, taking the total
caseload to almost six lakh,
while the toll mounted to 2,223
with 27 related deaths, health
REPORTEDIN  ipistor KK Shailajasaid. TN
THE STATE state media bulletin said that
nine people succumbed to the infection taking
the death toll to 11,703; 1,459 people tested posi-
tive.— Our Bureau & Agencies

FRESH CASES
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- Among seniors, those in 60s
have lowest CFR in Karnataka

Bengalurnu: While Covid-19
gaininga fatal edge in senior
citizens was anticipated,
those In the youngest (60-69)
and the oldest (centenari-
ans) age brackets among the
infected elders have repor-
ted the lowest case fatality
rates (CFR)in Karnataka.
Multiple doctors TOI spo-
ke with sald most of the de-
aths have involved patients
with comorbidities. They sa-
id access to healthcare and
early detection may have hel-
ped those In thelr 60s, while
centenarians have good genes
and mild infection, among
other things, to thank for.
Among the 8.4 lakh Co-
viid-19 cases reported in Kar-
nataka till November 28, at le-
ast 16% — or 1.4 lakh — were
sonior citizens aped above 60

100+ DO WELL

Here's how those in 60-89
and centenarians beat Covid

» 100+ Good genes, mild cases

1AL senios  11k+ Total
infected in Ktaka deaths in state

years. But the seniors accoun-
ted for 61% of the nearly 11,800
Covid-19deaihs in thestaie, re-
Iterating the high vulnerabill-
ty of people In this catepory
According to government
data, patients in the 60-69 age
group account for 63% of the
cases among senior clilzens
but only 49% deaths, while
centenarians account for
0.04% in both cases and de

P1

Medical colleges

reopen tomorrow

edical and dental

colleges will reopenon
Tuesday, and students and
faculty members must
undergo RT-PCR Covid-19
tests and produce the report
before re-entering campus.
Any studentwho develops
symptoms after joining
classes must take the RT-PCR
test afresh. Page 2

aths. Dr CN Manjunath, cha-
irperson, Covid expert panel,
sald: “Gliven that people In
this age group are among the
most vulnerable, numbers
reiterate how efficiently the
system — access to healthca-
re and strong treatment pro-
tocols — has worked.”

»‘Those in their 90s’, P 4



~ Ahead of elections,
~ 33 gram panchayats
‘in state get urban tag

sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With the pan-
chayat election bugle set to be
sounded soon, 33 gram pan-
chayats across the state have
been upgraded Into or made
part of an urban local body
(ULB) in the past twomonths,
and 100 morewill get thetagin
the next two years.

Though the urban agglo-
meration 1s the official rea-
son behind the panchayat-up-
gradedecision, sourcessaida
village in an urban local
body will enjoy more electo-
ral slgnificance and get more
attention than under a gram
panchayat. Elections to
gram panchayats were to be
held this year, but had to be

If a habitation

has achieved an
urban character and its
zonal gram panchayat
and deputy commissioner
send in a recommendation
to us, then we support
its upgrade
LK Atheeq | PrNCIPAL
SECRETARY, RURAL DEVELOPMENT
& PANCHAYAT RAI DEPARTMENT

we speak of panchayats
which are attached to cities :
like Bengaluru, it is a much- :

needed process,” he had sald -

after thecabinetapproved the :
proposalon Friday -

Six gram panchayats will :
be added to Bengaluruy, fiveto :
Belagavi and three each to :

postponed due to the outbre- Shivamogga and Mysurn.
akof pandemic. ULBpollsare Rest of the pachayats are :
likely to be held next year. spread across seven districts.
Law minister JC Madhus- In 2018, Karnataka had
wamy said population inthe- 6,021 gram panchayats. :
se villages had crossed 15,000 With this upgrade, the num- :
threshold, prompting upgra- ber of panchayats will come :
de of panchayats. “Evervone down to5,976.
has togrow. Should these pan-
chayats not urbanise? When  p»To help ruling party, P6
P1
B'LURU WATCH

Covid figures as on Nov 29
Cases |Active| Cured |Deaths
3,69,290 18,319 3468

9|4,132

P1



KARNATAKA

COVID TRACKER

Dakshina Kannada BN 48
Mandya BN 48
Hassan 41
Tumakuru B 39

686
CASE
BREAK-UP

ON SUNDAY

CASES IN 24HRS DEATHS IN 24-RS

1,291 [ 15 | RS s
N Ty

8,83,809/11,765 st & e eecsime

onswoay  ® DISCHARGED | 1,530

TOTAL DISCHARGED
ACTIVE CASES g 24,503

The state conducted 105,428 tests
PLATIEN_T on Sunday. Of these, 13223 were
EILRYSR i antigen detection tests, while
RT-PCR and others made the rest. Positivity rate for
the day stood at 1.2%.

Mysurs g2
Dakshina Kannada [ 1
Uttara Kannada I 1 ang pwo died at their residences.

Tumakuru Il 1 The women — both in Bengaluru
m! Urban with history of SARI —

10 | BengaluruUrban
Daskhina Kennada I 498 18,318

Tumakoryl 459 .

Mysuru @ 424
ACTIVE
CASES

ON SUNDAY

Of the fatalities, 13 were men |  gengarurunim 379
HassanB 374
Mandya® 318

Chitradurga @ 314

were aged 71 and 67 years. Bebgail§ 274

25 in Karnataka lived
through 2 pandemics

Chethan. Kumar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: More than a century
before Covid-19 crippled the world,
the Spanish Flu of 1918 was de-
scribed as the “pandemic of a life-
time™, While it was precisely an
experience of a lifetime for most
people, some who survived that
scourge have been witmess to the
current pandemic that is sweeping
across the globe,

Data accessed from the govern-
ment of Karnataka shows that the
state has at least 26 such patients
— 12 women and 13 men — who
witnessed the first pandemic and
defled an infection from the sec-
ond. Remarkably, on both occa-
sions, they were in the most vul-
nerable age groups.

Dr Anoop Amarnath, geriatri-
clan and member of the state's
Covid-19 critical care support group
which oversees treatment for such
patlents, sald: “We treated one
woman from Chitradurga, who was
more than 110-years-old. [ think one
factor that has worked with people
in this group is the absence of co-
morbidities. This indicates that
they are better at recovering from
both communicable and non-com-
municable Infections.”

Of the 60 centenarians infected
by Covid-19 in Karnataka, 22 are
aged exactly 100 years, while 13 are
aged between 101 and 102. The re-
maining 25, including some as old

5 2Di5d1-l'9ﬂ:|

Patients Were alive
etill 25dudrg 1918
under Spanish Flu

treatment 12f€male ‘Bmde
1

as 116 and 119, have witnessed both
the pandemics.

Of this latter group, 24 have al-
ready been discharged, and a
105-year-old patlent, who tested
positive on November 5, 1s still re-
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covering from the disease. While it
could not be immediately ascer-
tained If any of these patients had
also contracted the Spanish Flu, the
fact that most of them were under
10 years means they were vilnera-
ble to infection.

Amarnath added: “We also no-
ticed that the infection in almost all
of these people was mild. Another
thing that could have helped them
is what we call Immunosenescence
[eradual deterioration of immune
system] which prevenis excess re-
sponse from the body's immune
system that could trigger other
complications.”

Bengaluru, with 11 such pa-
tients, has the highest share fol-
lowed by Tumakuru (3), while Bela-
gavi and Koppal have two each. The
others are spread across Hassan,
Uttara Kannada, Chamarajanagar,
Chitradurga, Chikkaballapura,
Koppal, Davanagere and Kodagn.

Dr CN Manjunath, chairper-
son, Covid expert committee, sald:
“1 think just like we have the obe-
sity paradox [people are obese but
without any other ailment that
obesity usually causes], we can
call this the 100-year paradox:
There have been many cases
where centenarians do not have
any ailment associated with age.
Even among Covid patients, you
can see that most of them did not
have comorbldities which helped
their cause tremendously.”



WARDING OFF

THE VIRUS

» Only colleges that are
outside containment
zones to function.

» Students and staff living
in containment zones barred
from attending classes

On campus.

» Allinstitutions with
healthcare facilities
(hospitals) must continue
patient-centric care and
academic activities cautiously.

» Only one student per seat
is allowed on college buses.
Each bus should carry only
1/3rd its capacity to maintain
physical distance.

PRECAUTIONS

FOR HOSTELS

» Hostel students travelling
from intemational destinations
need to enrol on http://

=
Sevasindhu/English.

» All hostel establishments

must have adequate light and a
good ventilation system.

be provided exclusively for
students to freshen up as soon
as they return from hospital,
with facilities to dip clothesin

As MBBS colleges prepare to reopen,

RT-PCR test

Tuies News NETWoRK

Bengaluru: Just as with arts and
engineering colleges which reo-
penad a fortnight ago, students and
faculty of MBBS colleges, which are
slated to reopen on Tuesday, will
have to compulsorily undergo RT-
PCR tests and produce the report to
be allowed back on campuses.

The government has allowed all
medical, dental, Ayush, paramedl-
cal, nursing and pharmacy colleges
afMliated to Rajlv Gandhi Univer-
sity of Health Sciences (RGUHS) to
regpen from December 1. K Sudha-
Kar, health minister, has requested
colleges to adhere to safety guide-
lines prescribed by the government.

As per standard operating proce-
dure issued by RGUHS, staff and
students must undergo the test in
ICMR-approved state government
laboratories. They must obtaln re-
ports no later than three days before
rejoining college (between Novem-
ber 28 and 30 for classes from Decem-
ber 1). Any sindent who develops
symptoms must take an RT-PCR test
afresh. Students must also produce
consent letters from parents.

In its SOP document, RGUHS has
asked institutions to evaluate “local
situations™ and implement the advi-
sory accordingly. “Institutions may
plan to reopen their campuses In a
phased manner, ensuring safety,
health and wellbeing of all students
and staff. They should be flexible in
their plan and should be ready to
handle any eventuality arising due
to Covid-19," RGUHS states.

must for students, s

BACK TO THE FUTURE: With Covid-19 cases declining across the state, playgrounds in

Bengaluru were filled with youngsters on Sunday

Every institution has also been
asked to constitute disaster and
medical emergency (preparedness
and management) teams (DMET).
Each team must have a public health
specialist, microbiologist, psycholo-
glst, medical soclal worker and
counsellor. The team should be up-
dated perfodically on medical emer-
goncies and/or disasters.

A nodal officer must be appoini-
ed in other health sclences institu-
tlons who can take up DMET activi-
tles. Mol should be made with the
nearest medical college/hospital/
appropriate bodies for DMET train-
ing and execution of activities.

Sodal distancing

The varsity has directed classes to
be divided into different batches if
class strength is more than expect-
od. It has sald in-person classes
should be conducied for only 1/3rd
of capacity in different batches. It
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has suggested avolding many as-
signments which may demand fre-
quent travel outside the campus.

Protocol for exams
College authorities must prepare a
micro-plan on the number of stu-
dents, classrooms, teachers, staff,
seating arrangements for students,
vehicles and movement plan, mark-
ing of boxes on the floor outside the
examination hall, etc. Colleges have
been asked to train Invigllators and
staff prior to examinations. Stu-
dents must report at least one hour
prior to the scheduled time.
Infected students must take ex-
ams in a separate centre/room.
They must inform the college be-
forehand and produce a medical
certificate from their treating physi-
cian certifying that they are it to sit
for the examination. The candidate
must also submit “risk consent” to
take the exam.

Lake activists want trees saved

Bengaluru: Conservatlon activists
on Sunday morning gathered on the
banks of Benniganahalli Lake nextto
0Old Madras Road in Pafl Layout, near
KR Puram, to assess the impact In-
frastructure projects will have on it.

The Benniganahalll Lake Trust
had commissioned the exercise in the
backdrop of imminent threat to trees
in the lake’s vicinity due to the Metro
project. While 110 trees are likely tobe
affected, 91 are facing the axe.

The volunteers took a walk around
the lake to identify areas of encroach-
ment, pollution and spots infested
with water hyacinth.

The activists declded to get people
to the lake every alternate Sunday to
spread awareness about the issues :
pertaining to it. They will be conduc-
ting activitles like yoga and cycling,
display posters and use soclal medla
to spread awaronaess.

Spreadover15acres, Benniganahal-
11 Lake wasrevived last year.

Trust secretary NH Subramanian
satd: “We are not against development.
We would be more than happy If the
Metrostation here is named after the la-
ke. But there is aneed tosit and discuss
if we can bring down the numbers tre- :
os that will have to be cut.™ me :
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13 years on, 110 villages
under BBMP lack infra

@'Iirnesﬂrl:l-m com

Bengaluru: Thirteen years
and two civic electlons after
they were merged Into Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Pallke
tobecome Bruhat Bengalu-
i Mahanagara Palike, 110
villages on the outskirts
continue to wallow In ad-
ministrative apathy. That
some of these villages are
partof high revenue-yield-
ing areas like Mahadevap-
ura, Whitefleld and Sarja-
pur has not helped them get
proper roads and basic amen-
ities 1ike bus stands.

“We do not have a single
footpath; we are forced i
stand on the main roads for
buses or cabs,” sald Suhas
Gupta, a software employee
of aprivate company located
on Sarjapur Road.

Three years after these
villages jolnedtheclty clvic
body, the first clvic polls
were held in 2010 and flve
years later, BEMP got its
second elected body. Elec-
tions are due now and the
government is coming up
with various excuses to de-

The areasare under

development. There

aremany localities in
Bengaluru which are older
than these and yetlack
facilities. How can these
areasbedeveloped
overnight? In afew more
months, thisplace will
have all the public
facilities promised
— BBEMP official

lay them. Among the reasons
cited 1s the need to Increase
the number of wards to en-
sure better administration.

But there seems little
hope of things changing on
the ground. Debanjani Muk-
heril, a resident of Thubara-
halll, says that for four years
now she has only seen the
road condition deteriorate.
“They only do some bit of
pothole fllling, but not a sin-
gle stretch In neatly asphalt-
e BEMP only keeps giving
false hopes,” she added.

Not just Thubarahalli, all
110 villages hardly have foot-
paths, and if theydo, they are
filled with hawkers and
parked bikes, sald Mukherjl,

adding “It's a total fallure of
the system.”

With the lockdown lifted
and things getiing back to
normal, many software com-
panies located in Whitefield
and Mahadevapura have re-
sumed operations.

Techies are getting back
to their workplace and arere-
lving on public transport for
the same, but poor Infras-
tructure is abigobstacle.

Recently Whitfleld Ris
ing posted a pictureof people
standing on the footpath and
walting for a bus, prompting
Twitter user Chethan Kumar
to comment, “.. We are not a
smartcity for10 years [sicl.”

Prajwal Acharya, a sofi-
ware employee working near
ITPL, sald people don't even
know that a bus stop actually
exists at the spot.

“They stand atacommon
place and the bus actually
stops there. Wedon't have a
proper bus stand. We just
stand near a local shop and
the buses make a halt. This
in turn hinders traffic
movement. Nobody moni-
tors things,” sald the BTM
Layout resident.
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Covid9: Those in 90s have highest CFR

» Continued from page 1

T CN Manjunath said:
l “Most of these deaths
would be from the early
stages of the pandemic. With
more awareness and early ad-
mission, we've managed to

Those in the 7099 years
group account for 38% of
Cases among senlors and 51%
deaths. A break-up of the age
groups shows that those in
their 90s have the highest
CFR. Patients in the T0s ac-
count for 28% of cases and
35% deaths. At least six of ev-
ery 100 patients in this age
group have died compared to
just four among those in their
60s and flve among patients
aged 100 years or more.

Comparatively, those In
their 80s have a CFR of 9% (9
out of 100 die) and patients
agod betweon 90 and 99 years
havea CFR of 11.4%. Together,
patlents in these two age cate-
gories account for 9% of the
cases and 16% of the deaths
amomng seniors,

100+ category survivors
S0 far as centenarians go, of
the 60 infected, 52 have been
discharged and five are under
ireatment. Only three &%)
have succimmbed to Covid-19.
Manjunath sald: “Most of
them were healthy with no
other medical conditions and
have responded very well to
treatment. We think that
maost, if not all five still under
treatment, will also recover.”

PANDEMIC TREND

Age group Cases Deaths CFR

60-69 yrs 3535

70-79 yrs 39935| 2484

BO0-89 yrs 11,048| 1,005

90-99 yrs 1,296 148

100 + yrs 60 3

Total 1,40,692| 7,175 il

Data shows only two of 60  port group, said: “Among oth-

patients had comorbidities —
a 10dyvearold Tumakuru
woman had hypertension and
a 105-yearold Chamarajana-
gar woman had hypertension
and diabetes. Both have reco-
verad. Dr Anoop Amarnath,
goriatrician and member of
the Covid-19 critical care sup-

er things that may have helped
them, including a generally
healthy body, 1s thefact that in-
fection In most of these cases
was mild. That they may have
been insulated from the public
even before the lockdown and
other resirictions may have
alded them.”
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Asymptomatic patients 4 times
less likely to spread virus: Study

Coughing, Sneezing Play A Key Role In Dlschargmg Infection

Sushmi. Dey@timesgroup.com

New Delhl: Symptomatic pe-
ople with Covid-19 infection
tend to spread the virus far
more than those who are
asymptomatic as coughing
and sneezingplay a key rolein
discharging the Infection toa
largedistance and for a longer
period of time, public health
experts said while undersco-
ring the importance of early
Isolation, testing and contact
tracing to ensure the chain of
transmission is broken. Fin-
dings of a study conducied by
researchers at the Imperial
College London  showed
asymptomatic Covid-19 pati-
ents were four times less 1ik-
ely to spread the infection
than symptomaticones.

“If one is asymptomatic,
heorshels not conghingand
sneezing etc. So, the chance
of spreading infection to a
large distance becomes less.
Also, the duration of the vi-
ral load is shorter in such pe-
ople as compared to those
who have symptoms,”™ All In-
dia Institute of Medical Sci-
ences director Dr Randeep
Guleriasaid.

According to Dr K Sri-
nath Reddy, president, Pub-
lic Health Foundation of In-
dia, symptomatic people in-
fected with Covid-19 also po-
sed more danger because the

proportion of such people in

Duration of the viral load is sl'mrterm asymptomatic people as
compared to those wha have symptoms, a study conducted by
researchers at the Imperial College London showed

the population was much
higher than those who were
asymptomatic. Initlally, it
was felt that the pandemic
was being driven more by
asymptomatic people becau-
se it 1s difficult to identify,
test and 1solate them.
However, the study provi-
desnew evidence to whatepi-
demiologists, many health
experts and even the World
Health Organisation was
highlighting that pre-symp-

tomaticand symptomatic ca-
ses are the ones causing mo-
re infection.

The study — a statistical
analysis of dozens of con-
tact-tracing reports — also
showed that the highest risk
of Infectlon came from sha-
ring a home with an infected
individual. “Those with
symptoms must get themsel-
ves tested and isolate them-
selves as early as possible be-
cause chances of spreading

the virus is maximum du-
ring the first one or two da-
vs,” Dr Guleriasald.

“The study actually furt-
her reinforces that you must
test all those who are symp-
tomatic early and within the
first 48 to 72 hours do detall
contact tracing and quaran-
tine all the contacts to help
break the chain of transmis-
sion,” headded.

However, experis also
warned that less likelthood
of spreading did not mean
that asympiomatic or pre-
sympiomatic people should
not be managed or isolated.

“The chances of spread
from asymptomatic persons
are less 18 logical and possibly
true but to infer from that
asymptomatic person does
not pose threat may be incor-
rect,” Dr Reddy said, underil-
ning the need to adopt Covid-
appropriate behaviour like
wearing masks, maintaining
physical distance and hand
hygiene in daily life and even
within a household, particu-
larly if one has come in con-
tact with any positive case.

“The real challenge is
with isolating a mildly symp-
tomatic person at homeas you
have to make sure that at ho-
me, all the precantions are ta-
kon like all family members
wearing masks and trying to
keep the house as ventilated
as possible,” he added.




Post-Covid lung fibrosis could
be tsunami after quake Paper

Times News NeTwork

Mumbai: AsCovid-191sa respi-
ratory aflment, it s not surpri-
sing that lungs are the most
oommonly affected organ. But
city doctors are worried about
theextent of damage the SARS-
CoV-2 virus, which causes Co-
vid-19. can cause In the lungs.

A review paper published in
the November issue of Lung In-
dia, the peer-reviewed and in-
dexed medical journal of then-
dian Chest Soclety, sald, “Post-
Covid lung flbrosis” could be
the tsunami that will follow the
earthquake(caused by Covid).”

The artice’s lead anthor, Dr
Zarir Udwadia, said the review
was prompied by the “dreadinl
firosis we are routinely see-
ing” In the Initial days of the
pandemic, while doctors were
still not clear about the virus's
ability to canse pneumonia as
well as blood clots in the lungs,
many patlents sought treat-
ment late that resulted in heavy
scarring of lung tissues due to
advanced infection.

“Physiclans are Hksly toen-
counter potentially hundredsof
thousands with post-Covid In-

A doc said patients with lung scamring were showing signs of healing

terstitial lung disease (PC-
ILD),"satd Dr Udwadia.

As experts have only 11 to 12
months of knowledge about Co-
vid-19, there is no clarity over
whether patients with severely
affected lungswill get normalor
worsenover the years to lung fa-
fhure. “When many seriously ill
patients were discharged in the
initial Covid peak in Mumbaiin
May, they still had scarring in
thelr lungs,” sald Dr Rahul
Laud, intensivist and a member

of the state task force. “In non-
Covid pneumonda, a voung patl-
ent’s lungs woild be pood wit-
hin finur weeks and a senior citi-
zen'shmgs could take12 weeks,”
sald a doctor from KEM Hospl-
tal. Butsuch swift healing Isnot
apartof post-Covid recovery
Like with other scars, those
on the lungs too disappear over
time. Dr Laud sald some pati-
ents in his post-Covidclinic had
shown good recovery. “The scar
tissues on the lung had disappe-

ared,” he said. A doctor from a
civic hospital said some of the
earllest patlents with severe
lung scarring or flbrosis were
showingsigns of healingnow.
Dr Udwadia’s article said
while the majority of those in-
fected will not have long-term
pulmonary disease, 5%-10%
will develop severe Covid19
pneumonia and acute respira.
tory distress syndrome. The
problem with Covid is that 5%
to10% i= a huge mumber, consi-
dering that 61 million have been
Infiscted across the world so far,
Fibrosis was rare in SARS
and MERS. They infected only
tens of thousands, and long
term follow-up showed pro-
gress even In the worst-hit patl-
ents inf-oddmonths. “The natu-
ral history of these severely af
fected patients is unclear at pre-
sent, but using our knowledge
of.. SARS & MERS, we would
hypothesize that the majority
will stabilize or improve over -
me, although some will pro-

disease.” read the article. But it
listed a number of new medica-
tions that could help.
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